Nietzsche, though he never seems to have made a deep impression on the heart of any woman, was always on terras of friendship with the best women of his time. Malvida von Meysenbug was very fond of him, although she, an old experienced cosmopolitan, never believed that Nietzsche's gospel was the only saving truth. Frau Marie Baum-gartner, Meta von Salis-Marschlins, Baroness von Ungern-Sternberg were devoted friends and disciples, as also were many other women with whom he came into contact at Bale. Meta von Salis-Marschlins, who knew Nietzsche for many years, visited him several times. She came to him at Sils-Maria in July, 1887; here they took long walks in the beautiful surrounding country, and the enthusiastic lady has furnished us with many interesting details from the realm of the thoughts of the "Philosopher and Nobleman/'
Nietzsche was by no means a woman-hater. When he was professor of philology he was not averse to the idea of getting married. He was fond of brave and healthy women, but he never experienced the jpam"<m of love, although some passages in Nietzsche's letters to Madame von 0. betray more than a fleeting affection. His intellectual energies, and his passion for Truth, gradually, however, absorbed all his thoughts ; and if the philologist still dreamt of a woman in his future life, the philosopher turned every liking into friendship, and at last he considered that marriage would bo an impediment to him.
"It would be ridiculous," he says, "if a group of penniless wretches should decree the abolition of the right of inheritance; but none the less ridiculous is it when childless men take part in the legislation of a country. They have not got sufficient ballast in their ship to be able to venture safely on the ocean of the future. But it seems equally absurd for him who has made it his task to obtain the utmost knowledge, and discover the true valuations of the whole of existence, to burden himself with the love of and child, and with the personal considerations en-